Bike Lanes of County Roads:  Suggested Principles & Proposed Routes
In its final report, the Headwaters Communities in Action Trails Committee has identified, in collaboration with its community partners, five key trail priorities for the next three to five years. They are:

· Completion of the trail around Island Lake 

· Development of the Rail line from Orangeville to Shelburne

· Providing a Safe crossing of highway 10 from Island Lake to Orangeville

· Development of a Route south from Orangeville connecting into a route that goes on to Terra Cotta 

· Development of Bike lanes for Dufferin County roadways

This document outlines some suggested principles that can be used for developing a bike lane network for Dufferin County as well as some specific suggestions for bike lanes that we would propose be considered and the principle that each suggestion relates to.

Principles
The following Principles should be used to guide the development of  bike lane options for Dufferin County roadways:

1. Develop routes which are loops or which are interconnected 

2. Develop routes which have a specific “destination” that people want to travel to (i.e. Hockley Village where people can stop for a coffee and a visit to the gallery)

3. Develop routes that are close and accessible to “built up areas” with larger populations

4. Create safe corridors where bicycle or pedestrian safety is an issue

5. Create routes which have the potential to be linked to multi-use routes in adjacent jurisdictions such as Caledon

6. Avoid developing bike lanes on high use or high traffic roads

7. Provide a balance of north/south and east/ west routes 

8. The routes that are developed should provide a base for trail development for the long term

9. Paved routes were traffic is low and speeds are not an issue would not need specified bike lanes. However, they should be supported with improved signage and possible changes in maintenance standards to help ensure they are safe for cyclists

10. Develop routes that offer alternative transportation routes to school & work (promotes healthy lifestyle) and serves to profile the community as an active transportation leader
11. Create appropriate signage for all routes

Suggested Routes
With these principles in mind, we propose the following be considered for developed.

	Route
	Related Principle
	Short Term/Medium Term


	County Road 7 from Highway 10 to Hockley Village
	2
	Short Term

	County Road 16 Highway 10 to Townline
	4
	Short Term

	County Road 16 down Townline to Broadway
	3 and 4
	Short Term

	County Road 12 
	1
	Short Term

	County Road 10 between Townline and County Road 12
	1
	Short Term

	County Road 10 from County Road 12 to County Road 25
	1 and 5
	Medium Term

	County Road 25 South to County Road 10 to County Road 5
	1 and 5
	Medium Term

	County Road 25 North to County Road 17 
	1
	Short Term

	County Road 17 across Highway 89 to Highway 10
	1
	Medium Term


Designated Bike Routes
It is also suggested that the County consider developing a “designated bike routes” system for the County.  The suggestions noted above would be used to form the basis of that system.  Further, it is suggested that the routes be accompanied by the development of maintenance standards that would meet the needs of cyclists as well as signage standards in order to ensure safe sharing of the roadways between bikes and cars.  In addition, specific road construction standards should be established to support this.

� Note: Short term refers to 1- 3 years and medium term to 3-5 years





